[Spondyloarthritides: current perspective on diagnosis and classification].
Spondyloarthritides (SpA) are a heterogeneous group of chronic inflammatory diseases with common clinical features and genetic basis. They primarily affect the axial skeleton, especially the sacroiliac joint, other localizations of the affection being peripheral joints and entheses - typical of the group of spondyloarthritides. On the basis of the predominant affection of the axial or peripheral skeleton, they can be divided, according to the current classification criteria, into axial SpA and peripheral SpA. Apart from axial and peripheral articular manifestations, many patients also display extra articular manifestations, which can thus become an important diagnostic clue and also the first symptom of the disease. The most frequent of them are anterior uveitis, inflammatory bowel diseases, and psoriasis. Also the strong binding of spondyloarthritides to the positivity of HLA B27 antigen or a family history of the disease is important information which helps in the diagnosis. Comorbidities, the most common and important of which are cardiovascular diseases or osteoporosis and its consequences in the form of fractures, are an integral part of the issue of spondyloarthritides.